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Latest revision: September 15, 2008
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Northeast Mississippi Field Office

Mississippi Department of Archives and History

Cobb Institute of Archaeology

Drawer AR

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: (662) 325-7892

Fax:            (662) 325-8690
Email:        jde3@ra.msstate.edu

HOME ADDRESS:

8970 Hwy 47, Palo Alto

West Point, MS   39773       

Telephone: (662) 494-2810

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT:

        1985 - present: Historical Archaeologist, Mississippi Department of Archives and   

                   History.

        1988 – present:  Lecturer, Arts and Sciences Division,  Meridian Branch-

                   Mississippi State University.

        2008  Lecturer, Geosciences Department and Philosophy and Religion Department, 

                  Mississippi State University

PERSONAL:

        Date of Birth:     September 26, 1953

        Place of Birth:    West Point, Mississippi

        Marital Status:   Married to the former Kathleen J. McTaggart of

                                   West Point, Mississippi; four children: Jack III, William, Daniel, 

                                      and Augustine

        Member:             Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, West Point, Miss.

                                    Eric Voegelin Society

AREAS OF INTEREST:

        Historical geography of Mississippi; historical geography of Palestine; sacred place;  
        development of the Christian Holy Land;  philosophical dimensions of cultural 
        preservation and public history

EDUCATION:

        B.A., 1976 – Anthropology, minors in Art and History
        Mississippi State University

        M.S., 1982 – Geography, minor in Archaeology
        Mississippi State University

        1982-1984 – Post-Graduate work in Geography,

         University of Texas-Austin

COURSES TAUGHT:

        GR  1123    Introduction to World Geography

        GR  4203   Geography of North America 

        GR 4263    Geography of the South

        GR  4990   Geography of Mississippi

        GR  4990   Geography of the Middle East

        REL 1213   Introduction to the Old Testament

        REL 3553   Near Eastern Archaeology

        REL 3213   World Religions part 1 (Eastern)

        REL 3223   World Religions part 2 (Western)

        REL 4990   Biblical Archaeology
MISCELLANEOUS:

         2008          Recipient of the Willie D. Halsell Award for the best article in the

                          Journal of Mississippi History in 1997.
         2005          Recipient of the Willie D. Halsell Award for the

                          best article in the Journal of Mississippi History in 2004.

        1998-        Columnist for The Mississippi Catholic, newspaper of the Diocese of 

          present    Jackson, Mississippi.

        1998          Recipient of the Willie D. Halsell Award for the

                          best article in the Journal of Mississippi History in 1997.

        1992-93      President, Mississippi Association of Professional

                           Archaeologists

        1991            Recipient of the Willie D. Halsell Award for the

                           best article in the Journal of Mississippi History in 1990.

        1987            Initiated project that resulted in the creation of the

                            Natchez National Historical Park

        1983-1993    Survey Supervisor, Lahav Research Project at Tell Halif, Israel

        1981             Received a grant of $2,954 from Cobb Institute of

                             Archaeology, Mississippi State University for travel and research in

                             Israel and Jordan to aid in writing Master's thesis

        1976-84       Member of the Clay County Democratic Executive Committee

        1974-76       Vice President of the Clay County Historical Society

        1973            Editor of the Mississippi Archaeological

                           Association Newsletter

PUBLICATIONS:

      Forthcoming        Three essays – “Fort Assumption,” “Fort Rosalie,” and “Fort St. Pierre,” in Veronique Deplanne and Peter B. Vance (eds.), Colonial Fortifications in North America 1562 – 1763, Johns Hopkins University Press.
      2007  “Paving the Trace.” Journal of Mississippi History 69:198-233.
      2007  Preserving Our Heritage: A New and More Ancient Vision for the Historic Preservation Movement, Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University.
       2004   “The Buried City: A Meditation on History and Place” (revised version).   The New Pantagruel, (e-journal) vol. 1, no. 4: http://www.newpantagruel.com/issues/1.4/the_buried_city_a_meditation_o.php

       2004   “The Buried City: A Meditation on History and Place.”   Journal of Mississippi History 66: 106-150.
       2004    “The Birthplace of the Choctaws” (side-bar essay). in Marian Moffett, Michael Fazio, and Lawrence Wodehouse, Buildings across Time: An Introduction to World Architecture, McGraw-Hill, Boston, p. 278.
       2003   Cotton Gin Port: A Frontier Settlement on the Upper Tombigbee (with Mary Ann Wells).  Mississippi Historical Society, Jackson, Mississippi.       

        2002    “Radical Preservation: Toward a New and More Ancient Paradigm.”  Forum Journal, 16 (3): 50-56.

        2000     “The Plymouth Fort and the Creek War: A Mystery Solved.”  Journal of Mississippi History, 62:328-370

        2000            “Historical Overview [of the Choctaw Agency],” Chapter 2, in John W. O’Hear, James R. Atkinson, Jack D. Elliott, Edmond A. Boudreaux III, and John R. Underwood, Choctaw Agency, Natchez Trace Parkway: Archaeological and Historical Investigation, Madison County, Mississippi.  A report prepared for the Southeast Archeological Center, National Park Service, Tallahassee, Florida.

        1999            “Archaeology and Its Public: A Voegelinian Perspective.”  Mississippi Archaeology  34:178-193.

        1999         “The Three Chopped Way and the Representations  of Yesteryear.”  Journal of Mississippi History  61:213-234.

        1999  Two essays in Elizabeth Byrd Wood (ed.), “Preserving a Sense of Place: Conversations Online,” Forum Journal, 13 (3): 41-48.

        1998            The Fort of Natchez and the Colonial Origins of Mississippi.  Eastern National, Natchez, Mississippi. 

        1997            "City and Empire: The Spanish Origins of Natchez" Journal of Mississippi History, 59: 271-321.

        1997            "Of Roads and Reifications: The Interpretation of Historical Roads and the Soto Entrada," pp. 246-258, in The Hernando de Soto Expedition: History, Historiography and "Discovery" in the Southeast, edited by Patricia Galloway, University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Nebraska.

        1996      "The Nabatean Synthesis of Avraham Negev: A Critical Appraisal," pp. 47-60, in Retrieving the Past: Essays on Archaeological Research and Methodology in Honor of Gus W. Van Beek, edited by Joe D. Seger.  Eisenbrauns, Winona Lake, Indiana.

        1994            “Drinking from the Well of the Past: Historic Preservation and the Sacred.”  Historic Preservation Forum., 8 (3): 26-35.

1993 The Natchez District: Architecture and Cultural Landscape.  

Field Guide for the Fourteenth Vernacular Architecture Forum

(with Mary W. Miller and Belinda Stewart).

        1992            “Historic Preservation: An Interpretation of Time and Place.”  

Focus on the Humanities 5(2):3-4.

        1991            “Natchez and the Primal Experience of the Nation.”

Southern Quarterly, 29(4):8-16.

        1990            “The Fort of Natchez and the Colonial Origins of

Mississippi.”  Journal of Mississippi History 52: 159-197.

        1989            An Archaeological Overview of the Tombigbee River Basin, Alabama and Mississippi, with Eugene M. Futato (principal author), A. Michael Macrander and Whitney R. Telle.  Report of Investigations 59, Division of Archaeology, State Museum of natural history, University of Alabama.  

        1982            The Elusa Oikoumene: A Geographical Analysis of an Ancient Desert Ecosystem.  Cobb Institute of Archaeology, Mississippi State University, Occasional papers 82-01.

        1980            Archaeological Investigations of the East Aberdeen Site(22Mo819) (with Janet E. Rafferty and B. Lea Baker).  Report submitted to Interagency Archaeological Services-Atlanta by the Department of Anthropology, Mississippi State University.

        1980            "Leftwich's Cotton Gin Port and Gaines' Trace: Reconsidered."   Journal of Mississippi History, 42:348-461.

        1979         A Cultural Resources Survey and Evaluation in the Tallahala Creek Lake, Jasper County, Mississippi (with James R. Atkinson). Report submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, by the Department of Anthropology, Mississippi State University.

        1979            A Report on the Locations of Historic Activity

Loci at Martin's Bluff (East Aberdeen 22MO819), Mississippi.  A report

prepared in cooperation with the Interagency Archaeological

Services-Atlanta, National Park Service.

        1978            A Cultural Resources Survey of Selected

Construction Areas in the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway: Alabama and

Mississippi, Volume II.  Report submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers, Mobile District, by the Department of Anthropology, Mississippi

State University.

        1978            Nance's Ferry: A 19th Century Brick and Lime

Making Site, Pickens County, Alabama (with James R. Atkinson).  Report

submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, by the

Department of Anthropology, Mississippi State University.

        1978            “Leftwich's Cotton Gin Port and Gaines' Trace:

Reconsidered."  Journal of Monroe County History, 4: 45-54.

        1976            "Historic Sites in the Upper Central Tombigbee

Valley," appendix in A Cultural Resources Survey of the Aberdeen Lock and

Dam and Canal Section Areas of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway: 1975, by

Crawford H. Blakeman, Jr.  Report submitted to the National Park Service

by the Department of Anthropology, Mississippi State University.

RESEARCH AND FIELD EXPERIENCE:

        2007         December, Travel and study in Israel.

2006          March, Travel and study in Israel.

2005-2006  September-January   Post-Katrina salvage work at Beauvoir.

2004           December, Travel and study in Israel.

1987-         Annual excavations at Beauvoir, the last home of Jefferson Davis, 

   2005            Biloxi. 

        2003           July-August, Travel and study in Israel.
        1993            June-July.  Site survey in Lahav area, Israel.

        1992            June-July.  Site survey in Lahav area, Israel.

        1984-85      October-March.  Site survey in Lahav area, Israel.

1983 Site Survey with the Lahav Research Project at Lahav, Israel.

        1981            June-July (4 weeks).  Traveled through Jordan and Israel investigating sites associated with the Nabatean Kingdom for my Master's thesis.

        1980            May-June (6 weeks).  Conducted a private archaeological survey and excavated with Mississippi State University at Elusa, a Roman-Byzantine town site in the Negev Desert.

        1979            August-September.  Conducted archival research with final investigation program at Bay Springs, Mississippi for Soil Systems, Inc.

        1979            June-August.  Conducted archival research with Dr. Howard G. Adkins on final mitigation program at Waverly, Mississippi, for Soil Systems, Inc.

        1979            April-May.  Survey archaeologist on test excavations at Bay Springs, Mississippi, for Soil Systems, Inc.

        1978            September-August 1979.  Consultant for the University of Alabama's literature search on the historic development of the Tombigbee River Valley.

        1978            June--September.  Field Supervisor during excavations at Martin's Bluff site (East Aberdeen), Mississippi, for Mississippi State University.

        1978            April-May.  Principal Investigator, archival research on the historic occupation at the Martin's Bluff site (East Aberdeen), Mississippi, for Interagency Archaeological Services-Atlanta.

        1977            August-October.  Field Supervisor for test excavations and archaeological survey in the proposed Tallahala Creek Reservoir, Jasper County, Mississippi, for Mississippi State University.

1977 June-August.  Volunteer with the Smithsonian Institution 

excavations at Tell Jemmeh, Israel.

        1976            December-February 1977.  Architectural Surveyor during archaeological investigations at the Nance's Ferry site, Pickens County, Alabama, for Mississippi State University.

        1976            August-December.  Field Assistant during an archaeological survey of selected areas along the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway for Mississippi State University.

        1974            June-August.  Excavator during archaeological test excavations at four aboriginal sites along the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway for Mississippi State University.

        1972            August.  Excavator during archaeological excavations at the Denton site, Quitman County, Mississippi, for Mississippi State University.

        1972            May-July.  Excavator during archaeological excavations at the Lilbourne site, New Madrid County, Missouri, for the University of Missouri-Columbia.

